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W
e begin in St. Moritz because this is more or less where the

whole idea began. In the winter of 1864 the hotelier

Johannes Badrutt bet a group of departing English summer

guests that they would enjoy his valley in the cold months too, and

staked their travel costs on it. They came back at Christmas, stayed until

Easter, and the Alpine winter holiday was invented on the spot. A

century and a half later the town still runs on that idea, and still does it

better than almost anywhere.

But the name has a way of swallowing the valley it sits in. St. Moritz is

one bright, moneyed town on a lake; the Engadin is the long, high valley

around it — a chain of frozen lakes, larch forests that turn gold in

autumn, and quiet stone villages like Sils Maria, where Nietzsche spent

his summers, and Pontresina under the Bernina peaks. The light up here

is the thing people remember: thin, dry and almost painfully clear,

because you are at 1,800 metres and the air has nothing in it.

Winter here is partly the skiing on Corviglia, reached by funicular from

the middle of town, and partly everything that happens down on the

frozen lake — the White Turf horse races, polo and even cricket played

on the ice, and the long lunches on sun terraces that are an institution

in their own right. You do not have to ski a single run to have a full day

of it.

This is the first issue of Amorielli, and the plan is simple: to answer, place

by place, the two questions that actually shape a trip — where to stay,

and when to go. No star ratings, no endless listings, no brochure

language. And if you can, come in the slow way, over the Bernina Pass

on the Rhaetian Railway, which is a reason to make the trip on its own.

Thank you for reading the first one.

Vi vi e n n e  H a r t we ll,  Ed i t o r - i n -Chi e f
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St. Moritz - Badrutt’s Palace (15885656269) · Kecko from Switzerland (Rheintal SG) · CC BY 2.0 · cropped

The Room

The Tower Rooms at Badrutt's Palace
The iconic St. Moritz hotel, with its fairy-tale tower, offers specific rooms that

define the classic winter experience on the lake.

By Ra fa e l  Costa V O L .  1  ·  N O .  0 1  ·  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 5

he tower that defines the St. Moritz Dorf

skyline belongs to Badrutt's Palace Hotel, an

address that opened in 1896 and stands at

the top of the Via Serlas. This is the hotel people

often picture when they speak of staying in St.

Moritz, and for good reason: its position over the

lake is central to the town's image. When booking

here, the specific request to make is for a room that

faces the water. These are the rooms that offer the

vista across the frozen lake, a scene that in deep

winter can carry horse racing and polo ponies.

St. Moritz itself divides into two distinct areas. The

Dorf, where Badrutt's Palace Hotel sits, is the

historic centre on the hillside, a compact grid of

shops and grand hotels. It is where the evening

crowd gathers and where the funicular up to the

Corviglia slopes begins. Down by the water, a fifteen

PMK-column:the-room-KMP
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to twenty minute walk or short bus ride away, lies

the Bad. This area grew up around the mineral

springs and offers a quieter base, closer to the cross-

country trails and often less expensive. The choice of

which half of town suits a trip is the first decision to

make, even before considering a specific hotel.

The idea of winter tourism in the Engadin, a pleasure

rather than an ordeal, traces its origins to 1856,

when Johannes Badrutt took on a guesthouse at the

Kulm Hotel. That family wager is often told as the

start of Alpine winter holidays. A stay at Badrutt's

Palace Hotel, particularly in a lake-facing room,

connects one directly to this long history. It is about

waking to that particular expanse of ice and

mountain, the one people envision when they think

of St. Moritz. The Carlton Hotel St. Moritz, also in

the Dorf, offers a quieter alternative while still

providing water views.

What drives the price in St. Moritz, beyond the room

itself, is the season and how you book. The grand

hotels commonly run on half-board in winter, so

dinner may be built into the rate; checking this

before booking is advisable if you prefer to eat out.

The busiest and most expensive weeks are

Christmas and New Year, and the middle of

February, when events out on the lake, like the Snow

Polo World Cup and White Turf horse races, draw

crowds. For the same snow and sun without the

crush, the weeks in the middle of January are

quieter, and often come with a lower rate. Spring

skiing in March to early April also offers longer,

warmer days and softer snow, noticeably quieter

than peak season.

So, when considering a stay at Badrutt's Palace

Hotel, make the specific request for a room that faces

the lake. This is the view that defines the experience,

connecting directly to the winter landscape and the

town’s long history on the water. Confirm your dates

to avoid the between-seasons months, roughly

November and the stretch from late April into May,

when many hotels and lifts close. For peak periods,

book early, as several grand hotels close entirely

outside the winter and summer seasons.

The cover story is Where to Stay in St. Moritz, from page 10.
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St Moritz Muottas · Murdockcrc · CC BY 3.0 · cropped

The Table

Lunch on Corviglia
Skiing above St. Moritz is as much about the long, sun-drenched lunch on

Corviglia’s terraces as it is about the runs themselves.

By Viv ie nne  Ha r tw e l l V O L .  1  ·  N O .  0 1  ·  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 5

topping for lunch on Corviglia is half  the

point of a day spent above St. Moritz. The

funicular from the Dorf climbs directly to the

mountain, which rises to Piz Nair at around 3,057

metres. This is the home mountain for St. Moritz,

known for its broad, sunny terrain, with the town

and its lake visible for much of the day. The

mountain restaurants here are an institution,

particularly their sun terraces. La Marmite, near the

top of the Corviglia funicular, has fed the fur-coat

crowd truffles and caviar for decades. These spots

serve as much for those who have spent the morning

on the pistes as for those who have simply come up

for the clear air and the view. It is a scene that has

played out for decades, a rhythm of the winter

season.

The mountain above St. Moritz offers several

options for a mid-day meal. Eating here runs from

the simple mountain huts to places that offer serious

PMK-column:the-table-KMP
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cooking, as do the grand hotels down in the Dorf.

While the specific kitchens holding Michelin stars

change annually, the commitment to good food on

the mountain remains. The atmosphere is generally

lively, a mix of ski boots and winter finery, all

enjoying the cold, dry, and unusually sunny climate

that defines the Engadin winter. The view across the

valley and down to the frozen lake is a constant

backdrop, adding to the sense of occasion.

The approach to Corviglia from St. Moritz Dorf is

straightforward. A funicular climbs from the Dorf up

through Chantarella directly to the mountain. For

those in St. Moritz Bad, the Signal cable car offers

another route up. Once there, the choice of where to

sit for lunch becomes part of the day's decision.

Many of the mountain restaurants are set up to

make the most of the sun. Booking ahead,

particularly during peak weeks, is a sensible move if

a specific place is in mind. The busiest times are late

December to February, especially Christmas, New

Year, and the middle of February.

For those who prefer the same snow and sun

without the crowds, the middle of January offers a

quieter experience. It falls between the holiday rush

and the February events on the lake, making it a

calmer time to visit the mountains. The days are still

cold and bright, ensuring reliable snow cover from

mid-December into spring. The valley floor is high,

close to 1,800 metres, and the climate that comes

with that altitude ensures a consistent winter and

plenty of sun. This period allows for a more relaxed

pace on the slopes and a less hurried lunch

experience on the terraces.

The idea of a long, unhurried lunch above St. Moritz

is deeply ingrained in the local rhythm. It is a

tradition that predates much of the modern ski

culture, a chance to absorb the particular quality of

the light and the expanse of the valley. Whether one

spends an hour or more, the experience is less about

fuel and more about the pause, the company, and the

setting. Consider the timing of a visit carefully; the

middle of January provides the mountains without

the busiest of the crowds. Many hotels, particularly

the grand old houses, commonly run on half-board in

winter, so check arrangements before planning meals

out.

The cover story is Where to Stay in St. Moritz, from page 10.
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The Arrival

Into Engadin Over The Pass
Flying to Zurich is one way to reach St. Moritz, but the Rhaetian Railway offers a

UNESCO-listed journey into the Engadin valley.

By Jul ia n  Moss V O L .  1  ·  N O .  0 1  ·  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 5

he journey into the Upper Engadin often

begins by air into Zurich, followed by a

three-hour drive over the Julier Pass. That

road is kept open through winter, but it is not the

only way in, nor the most memorable. The

Rhaetian Railway, with its distinctive red

carriages, offers a slower, more considered

approach, and for many it is a reason to make the

trip itself. The Albula line, which carries the train

from Chur into the valley, has been a UNESCO

World Heritage site since 2008, a testament to the

engineering that carries the track through the

mountains. It is a route to be taken with time,

ideally sitting on the right side of the carriage for

the views.

From Zurich, the process involves a change at Chur,

or sometimes Landquart, onto the narrow-gauge

Rhaetian Railway. This final leg, from Chur to St.

Moritz, takes a little under two hours. The line

PMK-column:the-arrival-KMP
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crosses the Landwasser Viaduct, a curving limestone

structure that seems to float over the valley floor,

and winds through spirals and tunnels as it gains

altitude. It is a journey that delivers you to the

middle of town, rather than to a car park. The total

time from Zurich by rail is usually around three and

a quarter to three and a half hours.

For those coming from the south, the Bernina

Express offers another UNESCO-listed approach,

climbing from Tirano, in Italy, over the open Bernina

Pass and into the Engadin. The Albula and Bernina

lines together form the World Heritage site,

recognised for the way they navigate the high Alpine

terrain. The valley itself, at close to 1,800 metres,

provides a cold, dry, and unusually sunny climate,

with snow that tends to stay from mid-December

into spring. This altitude and light are what first

drew people here.

Once in St. Moritz, the town divides into two parts.

St. Moritz Dorf, at around 1,856 metres, is the

historic centre on the hillside, home to shops and

grand hotels like Badrutt’s Palace and Kulm Hotel St.

Moritz. It is where the funicular to Corviglia begins.

A little lower, at around 1,774 metres, St. Moritz Bad

sits by the lake, closer to the cross-country trails and

the mineral springs. The Grand Hotel des Bains

Kempinski, for example, is located here. The choice

between Dorf and Bad depends on whether you

prefer to step out into activity or a calmer quarter

near the water.

Beyond St. Moritz itself, the Engadin offers other

villages, each with its own character. Celerina

provides quick access to the Corviglia slopes.

Pontresina is good for walkers and cross-country

skiers, while Sils Maria, at the far end of the lakes, is

the calmest base. Samedan, the working capital,

offers public mineral baths and a central hub for the

Rhaetian Railway. Consider these if your preference

runs to quiet streets. Many hotels provide a guest

card that covers local buses, making a car optional.

For peak weeks, booking early is advisable.

The cover story is Where to Stay in St. Moritz, from page 10.
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S
t. Moritz is really two places that share a name.

The Dorf sits on a shelf above the lake, a

compact grid of boutiques, funicular stations

and the older grand hotels. The Bad lies a few

minutes downhill by the water, flatter and plainer,

closer to the cross-country tracks and the mineral

springs the town was named for. Before you look at a

single hotel, the useful question is which half you

want to wake up in, and whether you want to be in

St. Moritz at all rather than one of the quieter

Engadin villages a short train ride away.

The second decision is how you arrive. There is a

small airport at Samedan for private aircraft, but

most people fly into Zurich and cover the last stretch

by road or rail. The train from Chur climbs the

Albula line into the valley, which is a reason in itself

to take it rather than drive. What follows is how the

ground actually lies, which villages suit which kind of

trip, where the well-known hotels sit within that, and

when the snow and the crowds line up.

The lay of the land: Dorf and Bad
St. Moritz sits roughly in the middle of the Upper

Engadin, a high valley in the south-east of

Switzerland that runs for around 55 kilometres and

strings together a line of lakes and about a dozen

villages. The valley floor is high, close to 1,800

metres, and the climate that comes with that altitude

is the reason people first came: cold, dry and

unusually sunny, with snow that tends to stay. The

PMK-feature-KMP
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St. Moritz is really two towns and a valley of  villages. Here is how to choose between

the Dorf  on the hill and the Bad by the lake, which hotels suit which trip, and when the

snow and the crowds line up.

By Ra fa e l

Costa

Photog r a p hs  b y Al p s, Ke c ko  f r om  S w itz e r l a nd  (Rhe inta l  SG),

Mur d oc kc r c  a nd  othe r s

1 7  M I N
R E A D

Amorielli  ·  Vol. 1 · No. 01  ·  January 2025 10



town looks down on its own lake, which in deep

winter freezes hard enough to carry horses, polo

ponies and a small city of tents.

The town itself splits in two. St. Moritz Dorf, at

around 1,856 metres, is the historic centre on the

hillside. This is where the shop windows are, along

the Via Serlas and the streets around it, and where

most of the grand hotels stand with their terraces

facing the lake. It is also where the evening crowd

gathers and where the funicular up to the Corviglia

slopes begins. St. Moritz Bad, a little lower at around

1,774 metres, sits down by the lake. It grew up

around the mineral springs, it holds the cross-

country trails and a cable car of its own onto the

mountain, and it is generally quieter, more spread

out and less expensive than the Dorf.

The real choice in St. Moritz is not which hotel to book
but which half of town to wake up in: the Dorf, in the

middle of the shops and the evening crowd, or the Bad,
a quiet quarter-hour below it by the water.

The two halves are close. It is a downhill walk of

fifteen to twenty minutes from the Dorf to the Bad,

or a short ride on the local bus that connects them. If

you want to step out of your hotel into the shops and

the noise, base in the Dorf. If you would rather have

the lake, the tracks and a calmer street at the cost of

a walk or a bus to the centre, the Bad does that, often

for less.

The Engadin villages worth basing in
St. Moritz is the name everyone knows, but it is one

stop on a valley served by frequent trains and buses.

Several neighbouring villages put you on the same

mountains and the same lakes, usually with more

quiet and lower room rates. If you have a car, or you

are happy on the train, they are worth a look.

Celerina

Just east of St. Moritz and a few minutes down the

valley, Celerina sits at the foot of the Corviglia

slopes and links up to them through the Marguns

area. It is a real village rather than a resort strip, it

gets a lot of sun, and it is where the Cresta Run and

the bob run finish. Train connections are good in

both directions. For skiers who want quick access to

Corviglia without the Dorf prices, it is one of the

sensible choices.

Pontresina

South of St. Moritz, on the road toward the Bernina

Pass, Pontresina stands among larch woods at the

foot of the Bernina massif. It leans more toward

walkers, cross-country skiers, climbers and families

than toward nightlife, and it is the natural base for

the mountains on that side of the valley, including

Diavolezza, Muottas Muragl and Alp Languard. It is

calmer than St. Moritz and keeps its own character.

Silvaplana

A short way up the valley on the lake of the same

name, Silvaplana is the base for the Corvatsch cable

car and its long runs. It is a quieter, more village-like

place than St. Moritz, and in summer it is well known

for its wind, which draws windsurfers and

kitesurfers to the lake. In winter it is a

straightforward, well-placed spot for the Corvatsch

side of the region.

Sils Maria

At the far, quiet end of the lakes sits Sils, whose main

hamlet is Sils Maria. This is the calmest of the bases

covered here, a place of low houses by Lake Sils with

horse-drawn sleighs running into the side valleys.

Nietzsche spent seven summers here in the 1880s,

and the house he stayed in is kept as a small
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museum. Choose Sils if what you want from the

Engadin is stillness and walking rather than shops

and crowds.

Samedan

Samedan is the working capital of the Upper

Engadin, a proper town of painted Engadine houses

rather than a resort. It holds the region's airport and

is a junction of the Rhaetian Railway, which makes it

a practical, central base for reaching the whole valley

by train, and it has public mineral baths of its own. It

is less glamorous than St. Moritz and the better for it

if you want somewhere lived-in.

Lej da San Murezzan · Janoschobfelden · CC BY-SA 4.0 · cropped

This photograph shows the Lej da San Murezzan, also known as St. Moritzersee, with Corvatsch mountain in the background.

Where to stay: the hotels
The famous St. Moritz hotels fall, roughly, into two

groups: the grand old houses in and around the Dorf

that are tied up with the town's history, and the ones

set a little apart, quieter or more self-contained.

None of the rates below are quoted here because

they move with the season and the room, and the

grand houses in particular tend to run on half-board

arrangements in winter. Book early for the peak

weeks; several of these hotels close entirely outside

the winter and summer seasons.

The grand old houses

Badrutt's Palace Hotel is the one most tied to the

image of St. Moritz. It opened in 1896, it stands at

the top of the Via Serlas in the Dorf with its tower

over the lake, and its restaurants, among them the

old farmhouse Chesa Veglia, are part of the town's

furniture. It is the grand hotel at its most visible and

most central.

Kulm Hotel St. Moritz traces its origins to 1856,

when Johannes Badrutt took on a guesthouse here;

the family's wager that winter in the Engadin could

be a pleasure rather than an ordeal is often told as

the start of Alpine winter tourism. The Kulm sits
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above the lake in its own park in the Dorf, with its

own ice rink, and its grounds are bound up with the

town's turns as an Olympic host in 1928 and 1948.

Carlton Hotel St. Moritz stands on the hillside

above the lake, close to the Chantarella funicular,

and is more contemporary in feel than its

neighbours. Its rooms are arranged to face the water

and the mountains across it. It is a quieter alternative

to the two landmarks above while still being firmly

in the Dorf.

St. Moritz - Badrutt’s Palace (15885656269) · Kecko from Switzerland (Rheintal SG) · CC BY 2.0 · cropped

Badrutt's Palace, at the top of the Via Serlas in St. Moritz Dorf, is the hotel most tied to the town's image.

Set a little apart

Suvretta House sits on its own, above the valley on

the edge of St. Moritz, with its own ski lift onto the

Corviglia slopes and a self-contained, resort-like feel.

It has long been a family-oriented choice, away from

the centre and its traffic, for people who want the

mountain at the door and the town at arm's length.

Grand Hotel des Bains Kempinski is the large

house down in St. Moritz Bad, built by the springs

the district takes its name from. It has direct access

to the cross-country tracks and sits opposite the

cable car up to Corviglia, with a big spa fed by the

local spring water. If you want the wellness side of

St. Moritz and a base by the lake rather than in the

shopping streets, this is the grand hotel that fits.

G O O D  T O  K N O W

The grand hotels commonly run on half-board in winter, so

dinner may be built into the rate; check before you book if

you would rather eat out.

Many hotels and some lifts close in the between-seasons

months of spring and late autumn, so confirm dates rather

than assume year-round opening.

A guest card, given by most hotels, usually covers the local

buses that link the Dorf, the Bad and the neighbouring

villages, which makes going without a car easy.

Parking is limited in the Dorf; if you drive, ask your hotel

about parking before you arrive.

The skiing and the mountains
The Engadin does not offer one giant linked circuit.

Instead it has several separate mountains, each

reached on its own, and a regional pass that covers

them all. The three main ski areas are Corviglia
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above St. Moritz, Corvatsch above Silvaplana, and

Diavolezza toward the Bernina Pass, and between

them they add up to a few hundred kilometres of

piste. You move between them by bus or train rather

than by skiing across.

Corviglia is the home mountain for St. Moritz. A

funicular climbs from the Dorf up through

Chantarella to Corviglia, and a cable car carries on to

the top at Piz Nair, at around 3,057 metres; from the

Bad side, the Signal cable car is the other way up.

The terrain is broad, sunny and mostly cruising, with

the town and its lake in view for much of the day,

and it links round to Marguns above Celerina.

St Moritz Muottas · Murdockcrc · CC BY 3.0 · cropped

Corviglia, reached by funicular from the Dorf, rises to Piz Nair at around 3,057 metres.

Corvatsch, above Silvaplana and Sils, tops out at

around 3,303 metres, which makes it one of the

higher mountain stations in the region and a good

bet for snow. Its long descents are the draw, and on

Friday nights part of the mountain is lit for night

skiing. It is a separate mountain from Corviglia but

sits on the same regional pass.

Diavolezza, on the road up toward the Bernina Pass

beyond Pontresina, is the high, glacier-touched area,

reaching around 2,973 metres, with big views across

to Piz Palü and Piz Bernina and down onto the

Morteratsch Glacier. Its best-known run is the long

guided descent over the glacier, taken with a

mountain guide; across the road, Lagalb gives

steeper, quieter pistes. It holds snow well and is a

good choice into the spring.

Muottas Muragl is not really a ski area at all. A

funicular, the oldest in the Engadin and running since

around 1907, climbs from Punt Muragl, between

Pontresina and Samedan, to a viewpoint over the

whole line of lakes. There is a mountain hotel at the

top, a marked panorama walk, and a long winter

toboggan run back down, and it is one of the better

places in the valley to be at sunrise or sunset.

When to go
The Engadin winter is long, cold and bright, and the

altitude keeps the snow reliable from about the

middle of December into spring. The busiest and

most expensive weeks are Christmas and New Year

and the middle of February, the latter pushed up by

the events out on the lake. If you want the same

snow and sun without the crush, the weeks in the
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middle of January are quieter, and the spring, when

the higher areas keep their cover and the days

lengthen, is quieter still. Summer is a second, gentler

season built around the lakes and the walking; the

months on either side of the seasons are when much

of the valley shuts.

Season Months What it is like Good for

Deep winter,

high season

Late December to

February

Cold, dry and bright, with the most reliable snow; Christmas, New

Year and February are the busiest and priciest weeks.

The resort in full swing, the lake events,

seeing St. Moritz at its liveliest.

The off-weeks Mid-January The same snow and sun as the peak, but between the holiday and the

February events, so calmer and often cheaper.

Skiers who want the mountains without the

crowds.

Spring skiing March to early April Longer, warmer days and softer snow; the higher and glacier areas
hold up best; noticeably quieter.

Value, sunshine and relaxed skiing.

Summer Late June to

September

A green valley of lakes and trails, with hiking, cycling and wind

sports; a slower, second season.

Walkers, cyclists and warm-weather days

by the water.

Between seasons November, late

April to May

Many hotels and lifts close and the valley goes quiet; not much is

running.

Plan around it rather than for it.

RhB Ge 4-4 II 614 Glacier Express on Landwasser Viaduct · Kabelleger / David Gubler · CC BY-SA 4.0 · cropped

The Glacier Express train crosses the Landwasser Viaduct, Switzerland, in a mountain landscape.

How to get there
For nearly everyone the gateway is Zurich, and the

last stretch into the Engadin takes around three to

three and a half hours by road or rail. There is an

airport at Samedan, around ten minutes from St.

Moritz and one of the highest in Europe, but it

handles private and charter aircraft rather than

scheduled airlines, so most visitors reach the valley

by train or car.

By train. There is no direct service from Zurich; you

change at Chur, or sometimes Landquart, onto the

Rhaetian Railway. The leg from Chur up to St.

Moritz takes a little under two hours on the Albula

line, which is part of the UNESCO-listed route, so

the journey is a large part of the point. Total time
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from Zurich is usually around three and a quarter to

three and a half hours, and you step off in the middle

of town.

Landwasserviadukt · Ikiwaner · CC BY-SA 3.0 · cropped

The Albula line to St. Moritz, part of the UNESCO-listed route, crosses the Landwasser Viaduct on the way up.

By car. St. Moritz is around 200 kilometres from

Zurich, roughly two and a half to three hours, with

the final climb into the valley over the Julier Pass,

which is kept open through the winter; carry the

usual winter equipment. Once you are there a car is

optional, since the town is walkable and the buses

are good, and parking in the Dorf is limited.

The scenic trains. Two well-known panoramic

services run through here, and both are experiences

rather than the quick way in. The Glacier Express

links St. Moritz with Zermatt in around eight hours

and is billed as the slowest express train, crossing the

middle of the country at walking-tour pace. The

Bernina Express climbs over the Bernina Pass and

down to Tirano, in Italy. The Albula and Bernina

lines they run on have together been a UNESCO

World Heritage site since 2008, for the viaducts,

spirals and tunnels that carry the track over the

mountains.

Beyond the slopes: the lake, the spa,
the tables
A good deal of what makes a St. Moritz winter

happens off the pistes, and much of it happens on the

frozen lake. In deep winter the ice is thick enough to

hold events that exist almost nowhere else.

The events on the ice

White Turf. Horse racing on the frozen lake, held

across three Sundays in February and running in

some form since 1907. Alongside flat racing and

trotting it includes skikjoring, in which skiers are

towed at speed behind riderless horses, a

discipline particular to this meeting.

Snow Polo World Cup St. Moritz. A high-goal

polo tournament played on the snow-covered

lake over three days, usually in late January, and

staged here since 1985.

The Cresta Run. A natural ice track for head-first

skeleton tobogganing, built in 1884 near the

hamlet of Cresta in Celerina and run to this day
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by the St. Moritz Tobogganing Club, founded in

1887. Riders start from either the Top or the

lower Junction and reach serious speed. It was for

most of its history a men-only club; women were

barred in 1929 and voted back as active members

in 2018. Visitors can arrange to ride during the

winter season, weather and the club permitting.

Spas, sleighs and slower days

The wellness side of St. Moritz is concentrated in the

Bad, where the mineral springs gave the district its

name, and in the large hotel spas; Samedan has its

own public mineral baths as well. Beyond that, the

slow pleasures are simple: the walk or bus between

the Dorf and the Bad, horse-drawn sleighs into the

side valleys around Pontresina and Sils, and, in the

coldest weeks, the frozen lake itself, which you can

walk out onto between the events.

Where to eat

Eating runs from the mountain huts on Corviglia,

where lunch on a sunny terrace is half the day, to the

old town restaurants, of which Chesa Veglia at

Badrutt's Palace is the best known. The grand hotels

carry much of the serious cooking, and the valley has

held Michelin stars across several of them, though

which kitchens hold what changes from year to year,

so check the current listings rather than an old

recommendation.

Panoramic view over Lago Bianco and mountain ranges from Diav… · Paradise

Chronicle · CC BY-SA 4.0 · cropped

Readers are looking at a panoramic view over Lago Bianco and

mountain ranges from Diavolezza, in Grisons, Switzerland, in

summer.

Silsersee, Sils-Segl Maria and Sils-Segl Baselgia · Capricorn4049 · CC BY-SA 4.0 ·

cropped

This image shows Lake Sils, Sils/Segl Maria, and Sils/Segl Baselgia,

viewed from the hiking path to Lej da la Tscheppa.

Corvatsch cable car 3 · Tiia Monto · CC BY-SA 4.0 · cropped

The Corvatsch cable car travels above a forested valley, offering views

of a village, a lake, and distant mountains.

Common questions

Dorf or Bad, which should I book?

Base in the Dorf if you want to step out into the

shops, the grand hotels and the evening crowd, and

start the funicular up to Corviglia from the door.

Base in the Bad if you want the lake, the cross-

country tracks, a quieter street and, usually, a lower

rate, and you do not mind a fifteen to twenty minute

walk or a short bus to the centre.
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Do I need a car?

No. The train brings you to the middle of St. Moritz,

the local buses link the town with the surrounding

villages, and most hotels give a guest card that

covers them. A car is only really worth it if you want

to roam widely on your own schedule, and parking

in the Dorf is tight.

Which village should I choose if I want it quiet?

Sils Maria is the calmest of the bases here, at the far

end of the lakes. Pontresina is quiet and good for

walkers and cross-country skiers, and Celerina is an

easygoing village with fast access to the Corviglia

slopes. Any of the three is calmer than central St.

Moritz.

Is St. Moritz only worth it in winter?

No. Summer is a genuine second season, greener and

quieter, built around the lakes, the hiking and the

cycling, with wind sports on the lake at Silvaplana.

The times to avoid are the between-seasons months,

roughly November and the stretch from late April

into May, when many hotels and lifts are closed.

Can I watch White Turf and the Snow Polo
without a ticket?

The events on the lake are open to spectators, with

paid grandstand and hospitality options on top.

White Turf runs across three Sundays in February

and the Snow Polo over three days in late January,

so if you want to see them, plan your dates around

those weekends.

How do I get there from Zurich?

Fly into Zurich, then take the train, changing at Chur

onto the Rhaetian Railway, in around three and a

quarter to three and a half hours, or drive a similar

time over the Julier Pass. The airport at Samedan is

close to St. Moritz but serves private and charter

aircraft rather than scheduled flights.

Sources & further reading

Engadin Tourism — the regional tourist board for the valley

St. Moritz Tourist Information — the town official site

Rhaetian Railway — the Albula and Bernina lines, Bernina Express and Glacier Express

Switzerland Tourism — the Engadin destination overview

Badrutt's Palace Hotel — the landmark grand hotel in the Dorf

White Turf St. Moritz — horse racing on the frozen lake

UNESCO World Heritage — Rhaetian Railway in the Albula / Bernina Landscapes

Amorielli  ·  Vol. 1 · No. 01  ·  January 2025 18

https://www.engadin.ch/en/
https://www.stmoritz.com/en/
https://www.rhb.ch/en/
https://www.myswitzerland.com/en-us/destinations/engadin/
https://badruttspalace.com/en/
https://www.whiteturf.ch/en/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1276


St. Moritz in pictures
9 photographs from the cover story, by Alps, Kecko from Switzerland (Rheintal SG),

Murdockcrc, Ikiwaner, Janoschobfelden, Kabelleger / David Gubler, Paradise Chronicle,

Capricorn4049, Tiia Monto, from Wikimedia Commons under the licences credited on

each page.

0 1  /  0 9 St. Moritz stands above its own lake, which freezes solid enough in deep winter to carry horse racing and polo.
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0 2  /  0 9 Badrutt's Palace, at the top of the Via Serlas in St. Moritz Dorf, is the hotel most tied to the town's image.

St. Moritz - Badrutt’s Palace (15885656269) · Kecko from Switzerland (Rheintal SG) · CC BY 2.0 · cropped · https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:St._Moritz_-
_Badrutt%E2%80%99s_Palace_(15885656269).jpg
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0 3  /  0 9 Corviglia, reached by funicular from the Dorf, rises to Piz Nair at around 3,057 metres.

St Moritz Muottas · Murdockcrc · CC BY 3.0 · cropped · https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:St_Moritz_Muottas.jpg
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0 4  /  0 9 The Albula line to St. Moritz, part of the UNESCO-listed route, crosses the Landwasser Viaduct on the way up.

Landwasserviadukt · Ikiwaner · CC BY-SA 3.0 · cropped · https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Landwasserviadukt.jpg
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0 5  /  0 9 This photograph shows the Lej da San Murezzan, also known as St. Moritzersee, with Corvatsch mountain in the

background.

Lej da San Murezzan · Janoschobfelden · CC BY-SA 4.0 · cropped · https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lej_da_San_Murezzan.jpg
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0 6  /  0 9 The Glacier Express train crosses the Landwasser Viaduct, Switzerland, in a mountain landscape.

RhB Ge 4-4 II 614 Glacier Express on Landwasser Viaduct · Kabelleger / David Gubler · CC BY-SA 4.0 · cropped · https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:RhB_Ge_4-
4_II_614_Glacier_Express_on_Landwasser_Viaduct.jpg
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0 7  /  0 9 Readers are looking at a panoramic view over Lago Bianco and mountain ranges from Diavolezza, in Grisons,

Switzerland, in summer.

Panoramic view over Lago Bianco and mountain ranges from Diav… · Paradise Chronicle · CC BY-SA 4.0 · cropped ·
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Panoramic_view_over_Lago_Bianco_and_mountain_ranges_from_Diavolezza_in_July.jpg
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0 8  /  0 9 This image shows Lake Sils, Sils/Segl Maria, and Sils/Segl Baselgia, viewed from the hiking path to Lej da la

Tscheppa.

Silsersee, Sils-Segl Maria and Sils-Segl Baselgia · Capricorn4049 · CC BY-SA 4.0 · cropped · https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Silsersee,_Sils-Segl_Maria_and_Sils-
Segl_Baselgia.jpg
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0 9  /  0 9 The Corvatsch cable car travels above a forested valley, offering views of a village, a lake, and distant

mountains.

Corvatsch cable car 3 · Tiia Monto · CC BY-SA 4.0 · cropped · https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Corvatsch_cable_car_3.jpg
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Vol. 1 · No. 02 · Marrakech
The Warm-Winter Issue. When February gets long, a courtyard and some sun.

Amorielli
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